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ALLOTMENT ANIMAL AND LIVESTOCK POLICY 
Author: Town Clerk
Date Reviewed: June 2022
Review Date: Every 3 years – June 2025
The Sheringham Town Council Allotment Animal and Livestock Policy is based on the RSPCA Animal Welfare on Allotments guidance (21-05-2014), DEFRA guidance and the Animal Welfare Act 2006. All allotment holders who keep animals must comply with the specified standards of care laid out in the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) Codes of Practice.
Tenants who wish to keep animals must:
1. Comply with STC Animals on the Allotment Policy
2. Advise STC that they are keeping animals 
3. Produce plans showing the design and construction methods and materials for the proposed housing and runs. This is to be agreed as satisfactory by the Council prior to construction. 
The Town Council will (as part of the regular Allotment Inspections):
1. Consider the state and cleanliness of animals and animal housing 
2. Ensure that the housing does comply with the welfare requirements set out in this policy and the design and construction as agreed by the STC.
Permissible Animals and Livestock 
In view of the specific needs and the sometimes complex legislative requirements covering the keeping of pigs, camelids (llamas and alpacas), cattle, equines and sheep, the RSPCA believes that it would be extremely difficult to care properly for these species within the confines of an average allotment, therefore, the STC does not permit the keeping of animals and livestock on the Allotment Site other than an advisory number of 6 hens and/or 6 rabbits available for the tenants own consumption only. 
Housing for Hens and Rabbits  
All animal housing must have written STC approval prior to the construction of such housing and must meet the welfare requirements set out in this policy. If national welfare standards or recommendations over time require improvements to be made, the STC reserves the right to insist the tenant either removes the said housing or improves the structure to meet the new recommendations. 
Rabbits: 
· One rabbit hutch may be erected on any one allotment garden and must not impede access to the plot by the maintenance technician’s vehicular machinery.
· The hutch must be big enough to allow rabbits to lay outstretched (width), 3-4 hops (length) and to fully stand without ears touching the top (height).
· The run must be the minimum of 32 square feet, again high enough for rabbit to stand tall with no ears touching the top.


Hens:
· One hen house may be erected, and all hens must have access to an open-air poultry enclosure, constructed completely of wire netting.
· The house must have sufficient space for the number of hens housed plus 2. 
· The run must provide a minimum of 2 metres square for each bird housed. 
· The overall hen house and run must not take up more than ¼ of the overall plot and counts in the allocation of uncultivated land.
Registration of flocks 
DEFRA/APHA guidance on poultry states it is a legal requirement to register all flocks of greater than 50 birds and recommends registration for all poultry owners in order that in the event of a notifiable disease outbreak in the area then poultry owners can be contacted, and preventive measures put in place. Sheringham Town Council expects Allotment Garden Tenants keeping poultry to adhere to this guidance.  
Registration is free and can be completed by phone or email.
Contact Telephone Number: 08006341112 (Advisors will complete the form over the phone and then a completed copy will be sent to you. They’re open 8am to 8pm weekdays and 9am to 1pm weekends.)
Website – visit Defra’s website to download a form which can then be emailed to them.
Emergency Contact Details
All Tenants with Hens or Rabbits will share their emergency contact details with the STC and the neighbours on adjoining boundaries of their plot. This is to ensure that in event of injury or illness of animals, escape or structural damage to the housing or run the appropriate attention can be sought quickly.
Termination of keeping Animals
In the event of the tenant no longer keeping animals, the Tenant must inform the STC and then remove all runs and housing from the plot within one month and on vacation of a plot.
STC Animals on the Allotment Agreement:
The Tenant agrees to comply with the terms of this policy and has notified STC that they are keeping animals on their allotment by signing below:

	Tenant name:
	

	Plot number:
	

	Emergency contact name:
	

	Emergency contact number:
	

	Tenant signature:
	(This can be typed if you do not have an auto signature)

	Date:
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