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	Weybourne Road Allotments
 Tenancy Agreement





This Tenancy Agreement covers all Sheringham Town Council (STC) allotment plots for domestic use only. 

This agreement is made on the 1st of October 2022 between STC and 

	Title
	

	Full Name
	

	Contact Address
	

	Email Address
	

	Telephone Number
	

	Tenant Signature
	(This can be typed if you do not have an electronic signature)

	Date
	

	TYPE OF GARDENER 
(Delete where appropriate)
	

Conventional

	

Organic

	

Bio-dynamic

	

Permaculture




For Office Use Only:
	Public Liability Insurance
	

	Signed GDPR Notice received
	

	STC Administrator Signature
	



Tenant Obligations:
1. Failure to comply with the terms outlined in this agreement may result in the termination of tenancy.
2. Tenants shall pay an annual rent of £50 for a full plot, £25 for a half or raised bed plot or £12.50 for a quarter plot on the 1st of October each year. The preferred payment method is Bank Transfer (BACS) or standing order. Any tenancy commenced after the 1st of October will be charged at a pro-rata rate. Rent charges are subject to a yearly review by Sheringham Town Council.                                                                                                                                                                                                    
3. Tenants must reside permanently within the Parish of Sheringham, or a neighbouring parish during the tenancy. Tenants will be asked for proof of residence on application for plot and at the Clerks discretion, upon renewal.
4. A limit of one allotment plot is allowed per household.
5. It is the responsibility of the tenant to notify the STC of any changes to contact details, so records can be updated. If no such notification is received, then any notices given by the STC to the tenant shall be treated as sufficiently serviced if delivered to the contact address stated at the head of this Agreement. All allotment correspondence will be sent by email where possible.
6. Tenants shall cultivate the allotment plot and use it only for fruits, vegetables and flowers produced for domestic consumption, or usage by the tenant and their household only. 
7. Tenants are responsible for providing their own Public Liability Insurance (PLI). This can be obtained via the Weybourne Road Allotment Holders Association (WRAHA) who will provide verification to the STC. If a tenant obtains PLI through any other means, it is the responsibility of that tenant to provide STC with proof of PLI before 1st October each year.
8. Tenants shall not re-assign the tenancy nor sub-let or part with possession of any part of the plot.  
9. The tenants must have at least 1/4 of the plot under cultivation of crops after three months initial occupation and at least 3/4 of the plot under soil cultivation after twelve months and thereafter. 
10. Grassed or lawn areas can only cover a maximum of 1/4 of the plot.
11. Plots must be kept free from excessive weeds and maintained in a proper state of cultivation. 
12. Fruit trees of up to a height of 3m are permitted but should not shade or obstruct a neighbouring plot.
13. Tenants shall not take, sell, or carry away any materials such as soil, mineral, gravel, sand or clay.
14. No open bonfires are allowed on the allotment site. Tenants are responsible to ensure that permitted incinerators are not left unattended whilst in use and must be properly extinguished before leaving the plot.
15. Tenants are not allowed to interfere with measures taken by the STC to control vermin or use poison for such measures.                                             
16. Tenants housing livestock are responsible for pest deterrent on their plots and must ensure appropriate measures are in place to safeguard the plot from infestation.
17. Chemicals and pesticides should be stored securely and in suitable containers.
18. The use of firearms, fireworks, aerial drones, or such like are strictly prohibited on the allotment site. 
19. It is the responsibility of the tenant to ensure children/visitors on a plot are supervised adequately.  
20. [bookmark: _Hlk94600973]No nuisance or annoyance shall be caused by the tenant to STC or to any other tenant. 
Raised Bed tenancy additional Obligations:
21. Tenants shall have at least 1/2 the plot under cultivation of crops after three months initial occupation and all the plot under soil cultivation after twelve months and thereafter.
22. Tenants shall keep relevant access/pathways free from weeds or obstruction.
23. Plots must be kept free from excessive weeds and maintained in a proper state of cultivation.
24. Rhubarb, shrubs, and bushes must not be grown inside or in between the frames but can be planted at either end of the plot.
25. Permanent or supporting structures are not allowed to be affixed to the framework of any raised bed.
26. No additional structures or fencing are permitted to be implemented on a raised bed plot, this includes green houses, poly tunnels, fencing, standalone fruit cages.
27. Tenants of raised bed plot are not permitted to keep livestock of any kind.
Sheds and Equipment: 
28. One shed; not exceeding (3.1mx2m), or 6.2 sq. metres ground area; is permitted per plot, and to be used for allotment purposes only. 
29. Sheds originally supplied by STC become the responsibility of the tenants to upkeep and maintain. 
30. New tenancies are granted on the basis that any existing shed being in the condition as seen at start of the tenancy.                                    
31. Sheds can be sited/replaced by the tenant but cannot exceed (3.1mx2m) 6.2sq metres ground area. 
32. Sheds must be situated in a uniform position to the existing sheds on the allotment site and must not impede access needed for STC’s maintenance machinery. 
33. On termination of a tenancy where the tenant has provided their own shed and it is in a serviceable condition, the tenant may remove their shed from the plot, sell that shed to an incoming tenant or another allotment holder, or leave it on the plot at no cost to the STC and free of charge for the benefit of the next tenant. 
34. No water butt or composter provided by the STC is permitted to be removed from the plot. 
Animals and Livestock:
35. Any tenants intending to keep livestock must inform STC in advance.
36. Tenants are advised to keep a maximum number of 6 hens and/or 6 rabbits and must sign a copy of the STC “Animals on the Allotment” policy document, which gives rulings and guidelines to abide by as to the keeping of livestock on the allotment.                
37. Food stuffs for livestock must be stored appropriately and it is the tenant’s responsibility to take appropriate measures to protect from vermin/rodent infestation. 
38. Any dog brought onto the allotments must be kept leashed and under control, with any mess cleared up and taken away when the owner leaves the site.
Structures, Buildings and Fencing:
39. Tenants who wish to erect additional permanent structures must obtain written consent from the STC. 
40. Windbreaks, not exceeding 2 metres in height, may be erected using mesh type fabric only.
41. Greenhouses are permitted with a limit of 10 sq. metres ground area.
42. A maximum of one polytunnel is permitted per plot of up to a maximum size of 4.5m x 3.5m.
43. The location of all items mentioned above, and including fruit cages, must not impede access to the plot needed by maintenance machinery.
Boundaries:
44. Tenants with a plot adjacent to the boundary are responsible for maintaining the hedges in decent order.

Access, Parking and Vehicle and Machinery Restrictions:
45. Tenants shall not obstruct or permit the obstruction of any of the paths or roadways on the allotments.
46. Tenants shall not park anywhere other than the designated parking areas, except for the purposes of loading/unloading their vehicle. 
47. No tractors or agricultural machinery, other than the Council’s being used for ground maintenance or clearing and rotavating vacant plots are to be allowed on site. Delivery vehicles are permitted access. 
48. Pedestrian controlled cultivators/tillers, rotary mowers and strimming equipment are permitted.

Water and Composting:
49. The use of hosepipes connected directly to the mains supply to gain access to water is not permitted.
50. Tenants must not tamper with any utility equipment. 
51. [bookmark: _gjdgxs]It is the responsibility of tenants to maintain the STC provided water butts and composters. STC will not be responsible for the replacement of damaged or decayed water butts or composters.  
52. Tenants should maintain the levels of their water butts to avoid rotting and sinkage of the sheds due to overflow.                                
                 	           
Relinquishing:
53. Tenants must inform STC of the date they wish to leave the plot.
54. Upon vacating or compulsory termination, the plot must be left tidy with all rubbish/detritus and unserviceable structures removed. The shed must be left empty and unlocked. Any items left on the plot or in the shed after the specified site clearance/vacation time, will be disposed of by STC, and if warranted, a charge will be levied to the outgoing tenant to cover any administration time, clearance and/or waste removal costs.

Inspection and Termination:
55. Tenants shall permit inspectors to undertake annual/biannual/monitoring inspections. 
56. If it is found on inspection that the tenant is in breach of any tenancy obligations following inspection, the STC shall:
a) Issue a warning letter, listing actions that need attention giving the tenant 8-12 weeks; dependant on the breach severity; to resolve. 
b) If after 8-12 weeks the issues raised remain unresolved, issue a termination notice, giving the tenant 4 weeks to vacate or to appeal (as per STC allotment appeal policy) the termination notice.
57. If it is found that the tenant is in breach of any tenancy obligations, the STC shall: 
a) Issue a warning letter, listing actions that need attention giving the tenant 2-4 weeks; dependant on the breach severity; to resolve.
b) [bookmark: _Hlk110942091]If after 2-4 weeks the issues raised remain unresolved, issue a termination notice, giving the tenant 1 week to vacate or to appeal (as per STC allotment appeal policy) the termination notice.
Returning your completed Tenancy Agreement  
· Download and save a copy for your records
· Complete the contact/information required on the front page (All information can be typed, even the signature if you do not have an auto-signature available)
· Return your completed document to info@sheringhamtowncouncil.gov.uk
· Reminder – The deadline for return is 1st October. 
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